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AUTOMATING YOUR HOME: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

The automated home is indicative of the progressive, technologically savvy mindset and a desire for built-in intelligence in your most cherished haven – your home.  Your home is a reflection of you – and if you like things slick and happening – investigating home automation options is where you’ll end up.  In its full form and glory – home automation is quite an experience. 

It’s all about being in control.  Music, lights, climate control, alarms – all household systems responding to your every movement, or the touch of a portable touch screen.  You can even connect to your home and instruct it via cell phone or the web… People are spending more and more time at home – as well as choosing to entertain at home.  Home theatres are one of the most requested installations – recreating the movie experience at home– with huge high definition screens, surround sound, automated lighting, air-conditioning, and don’t forget the popcorn!
Home automation is becoming more and popular in South Africa, especially in the upper end of the housing market.  People are willing to invest R250 000 plus on customising and securing their homes.  The level of automation varies depending on your specific needs, as every house is customised to suit the owner.  There are a range of systems to choose from, from basic lighting control, to a fully integrated system incorporating security, surveillance, lighting, audio and video distribution – to automating practically anything that can be switched on or off.  Available systems range from R30 000 to R1 000 000 plus, spending 10% or less of the value of you home is a good guideline to ensure that you don’t over capitalise.  Ideally, home automation should be installed in new developments or during renovations but can be retro-fitted to existing homes. It is optimal that the home automation supplier is involved at the design stage of your new home to ensure that your requirements are fulfilled with the minimum of building inconvenience.
Automation can provide convenience, increased levels of comfort, improved security and cost savings. Oren Prato of IntelloHOME sets the scene : "at bedtime by the press of one button on the touch screen next to your bed – you home automation system switches off all the interior lights, arms the security system, closes the garage door, turns external security lights on and all the audio and video components in the house off – sweet dreams… In the morning your bedroom lights come on slowly, your favourite music plays throughout the house, the blinds open, the air-conditioner warms up the room, and the coffee’s made – it’s going to be a good day!”
Installing an automation system is not primarily about the product components – but how those components work together to make your life easier, and more secure.  Finding a reputable supplier is very important – someone who is willing to spend many hours interpreting your requirements and recommending the best equipment to meet those needs, within your budget.  A good track record and experience, as well as a commitment to good back up service is important in ensuring a successful installation.  On a new build installation, the automation project starts at the planning/design stage when the wiring is set out and components chosen, and finishes when you move into your new house.  On retro-fit installations, installation time can be quicker but may require more cutting and chasing to install the necessary wiring.  However, there are also wireless options for retro-fit projects.
Don’t worry about your wife, mother, aunty or techno-phobe brother not being able to switch on the TV - you don’t need to be a techno-wizard to use these systems as they are user friendly and designed to make life easier. One remote can do it all – from turning on your lights, to selecting music wherever you are in the house, playing your favourite movie previously recorded on your PVR and changing to your favourite programme on DSTV.
What should you be looking at installing in your home? Most people start with distributed audio and/or lighting control (including pool pump/light, water features, geysers, Jacuzzi control etc.).  From there almost anything can be automated and integrated into the system – for example : integrated security,  CCTV, ducted air conditioning control, under floor heating control, home theatre, distributed video with movie servers to pipe recorded movies around the house, irrigation control, automated blinds or curtains.

If you want to start with a basic system – make sure it’s future-proof at the construction phase by laying all the necessary conduit, piping and cables which would be necessary for a full installation later.

If you are interested in finding out more about home automation and how to get the lifestyle you’ve always wanted – visit www.intellohome.co.za or call Oren Prato on 082 806 8046.
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